
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is said that the Sanskrit language has 96 words for the concept 
of love, ancient Persian has 80, and the Greek language has three 
words for love, while English has only one.  No matter how many 

words you may use to express your love for someone, you’ll 
often find that words are insufficient to fully express what you 

are feeling.  If you’ve experienced that inability to communicate 
love, you will want to read on to find out how to show how much 

you love someone when words are not enough. 

 

While the Bible encourages 
us to praise the Lord with 
our voice through song, and 
to glorify Him by speaking 
about His goodness, it is 
clear that mere words are 
insufficient. Our love of God 
must express itself in 
greater, fuller ways. 
Therefore, the Bible also 
instructs us to love the Lord 
with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength.   
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Pause for just a moment and consider the glorious riches of grace 
that the Lord has given to you.  Your heart ought to swell with love 
for Him! It is not difficult to feel love for God most days. We are all 
blessed to be counted as His children, and that sense of family and 
belonging should be enough to stir up in us a great and abiding 
love.  It is at those times that our prayer life is full of words of 
adoration and praise and love for our great God! 

However, the Word of God teaches us to express and demonstrate our 

love for God with more than mere words. The familiar commandment to 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength” is 

stated many times in the Bible. Repeated at least six times in the book of 

Deuteronomy, given as a call to the people of God in the book of Joshua, 

and recorded in three of the gospels, this “Second Greatest 

Commandment” is clearly a foundational instruction for the Christian life.  

To say that we love the Lord with all our heart implies that our whole 

heart is consumed with our love for God and that we love no other 

person besides Him. While that may seem holy at first glance, that isn’t 

exactly what the Bible says. The Word clearly teaches us to love our 

neighbours, and even to love our enemies! However, we ought to desire 

God first as the primary relationship in our lives.  We ought to pursue our 

relationship with Him in a greater and more intentional way than we 

pursue any other interest. We are commanded to have no other gods 

before Him, so the priority love of our heart belongs to the Lord.  

The Bible clearly states that we are made in God’s image. That means 

that we should reflect His character traits very clearly! An English cleric 

and writer, Charles Caleb Colton (1780-1832) famously said, “Imitation is 

the sincerest form of flattery.” While we aren’t intending to flatter God, 

we can certainly show our love for Him by imitating Him and reflecting 

His image. Yet, we know that we often do not look much like God in our 

daily lives. We sin and fall short of His perfect standard. Still, loving God 

with all your soul speaks to growing in Christlikeness and pursuing 

holiness. It is about obedience and sanctification. But, don’t fret thinking 

that you have to perfect Christlikeness on your own, or that you have to 

master obedience in order to love the Lord with all your soul. 1 

Thessalonians 5:23 says, “Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 

completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Not only did He love 

us first so that we could love Him (1 John 4:19), He also initiates and 
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works our sanctification so that we can pursue holiness and work on 

Christlikeness. 

Right now, think about a person who you love.  Chances are you know a 

lot about them. You have probably spent a lot of time getting to know 

them and finding out exactly who they are, what they love, how they 

think, and what makes them special compared to everyone else. Loving 

God with all your mind means that you learn and know these kinds of 

things about God, too. Thinking rightly about God comes from studying 

and meditating on the Bible and Bible teaching that you receive. You 

need to really know who the God of the Bible is so that you truly know 

who it is that you love. False thoughts about God lead to loving false 

gods. Although the serious study of God might not seem to relate to the 

feelings we associate with love, as our understanding of who God is 

increases, our love for Him will multiply, too. 

Along with the gifts of grace that the Lord has given us, He has also given 

us talents and abilities, health and strength. Loving the Lord with all your 

strength means using your gifts, your talents, and your resources to serve 

Him. There are many ways to spend your time and energy in this world. 

Some of these opportunities seem good and are reasonably harmless. 

However, many of them are very unprofitable! The Lord deserves our 

first and our best offerings. He delights in our expression of love for Him 

when we use the gifts he has given us -- our strength! -- for His glory. 

Loving God this way means loving God with every part of our being. If 

being able to adequately and appropriately love God by this standard 

sounds overwhelming to you, have no fear! We are more than equipped 

to love God because of what He has already done for us.  God, through 

Jesus Christ, has already ensured that we are free to have a personal 

relationship with Him. He loved us first. Because of His great love for us, 

we are able to love Him in return.  
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IN REVIEW 

 The “Second Greatest Commandment” is a foundational  
               instruction for the Christian life. 
 

 Loving God with all our heart means that we desire God first as  
               the primary relationship in our lives. 
 

 Loving God with all our soul means pursuing Christlikeness and  
              Holiness. 
 

 Loving God with our entire mind means that we think rightly  
               about God by studying His Word so that we come to know Him  
               better. 
 

 Loving God with all our strength means that we use all the gifts  
              and resources that God has given us for His glory and for His  
              purposes, offering Him our very best. 

 

 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

• Which of these four ways of loving God comes most easily for  

               you? Which is the most difficult? Practically speaking, how can  

               you develop your ability to love God even each of these ways? 

 

 

 

 

 

• Praise God now for how He has loved you first, and ask Him to  

               reignite your love for Him in return. 
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